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Upcoming Conferences/Meetings 
 

8th Global WHO Collaborating Centers meeting, Geneva, 18-23 October 2009  

As you know, NetWoRM is an important project within the WHO Collaborating 
Centers in Occupational Health. During their meeting in Geneva one important topic 
will be e-learning resources for occupational health and Basic Occupational Health 
Service. Therefore we hope that this meeting will broaden our global partnership.  

For further information please check: http://www.who.int/occupational_health/en/ . 

 

Opening of the Centre of International Health LMU, November 5 th 
2009 

The Centre of International Health LMU (CIHLMU) will be officially opened 
on November, 5th 2009 at the Senatssaal of the Ludwig-Maximilian-University in 
Munich (6.30 pm). This will be an important session with many participants from the 
university, partners, politicians, industry and other stakeholders. The NetWoRM is the 
coordinator of Module 3 of the CIHLMU. The idea is to train stakeholders in the field of 
occupational health. Due to the urgent needs to improve Occupational Health in 
regions where no comprehensive Occupational Health Services is in place, the World 
Health Organization encourages the concept of Basic Occupational Health Services 
(BOHS) as a form of care and support that can deliver basic provisions to cover the 
highest needs of Occupational Health.  

Starting off in Latin America, international short term modules on Occupational Health 
taught in Spanish and tailored to the regional needs will be the first step for capacity 
building in Occupational Health. They will provide training on and exchange in all 
important aspects of Occupational Health and will be open for health care 
professionals and postgraduates from other fields.  

Based on the experience with the local short-term modules, a regional diploma 
program teaching the basics of occupational health service will be developed 
together with the International Commission on Occupational Health and the WHO 
collaborating centers of Occupational Health. Furthermore, programs for Africa and 
Asia will be developed. 

 
While the Munich group is the coordinator of module 3, the Latin American Centre is 
the Universidad Católica del Norte in Coquimbo. The first summer schools will take 
place in Lima (April 2010) and Santa Cruz (January 2011). The NetWoRM partners in 
Latin America are involved in the whole process.  
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NetWoRM Latin America Meeting, November 30 th 2009  

The partners from Chile, Brazil and Germany will meet at the Universidad de Chile on 
November, 30th 2009 to up-date one another on the current stage of the Latin 
American project.  

 

Occupational Health Conference in New Delhi “Preven ting Occupational and 
Environmental Risks in South Asia and Beyond” Decem ber, 17 th-19th 2009 

The Centre for Occupational and Environmental Health at the Maulana Azad Medical 
College will organize the a.m. conference in December 2009. The organizers have 
invited Katja Radon to speak about the NetWoRM project and will hopefully arrange a 
hands-on session for interested Indian physicians. Furthermore, Katja will discuss the 
options of case use with the local team (Dr. Neeraj Gupta and Prof. Tushar Joshi). 

 

EASOM Summer School NetWoRM August 2010  

During the EASOM Summer school in Linz, Katja and Steffi were approached by the 
EASOM board to organize the next 
EASOM Summer School in August 2010 
at Lake Ammer close to Munich. The 
topic will be “Virtual patients in the 
training for Occupational Medicine”. We 
plan not only to present our NetWoRM 
project but also introduce case creation 
and implementation to the participants. 
So it should be a real hands-on session 
for everyone and all the NetWoRM 
partners are welcome to join the 
meeting and help us with the hands-on 
sessions. Furthermore, EASOM might 
be interested in making our NetWoRM cases available to their members. Let’s hope 
and see… 
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Preceded Conferences  
 

2nd Summer school: Occupational Health crossing boarde rs  

From May 17th to 30th 2009 the 2nd summer school “Occupational Health 
crossing borders“ took place in Munich. This year, 27 participants from 18 different 
countries all over the world participated. For two weeks they learnt and discussed 
about occupational health around the world. Moreover, the participants visited an 
industrial bakery and a car producer in Ingolstadt. They also worked with NetWoRM 
cases and were involved in the creation of new cases. Arun and Janine lectured 
during the course. A big thank you to both of you! 

Katja published two papers about the summer school in the American Journal of 
Industrial Medicine. Congratulations! The evaluation among the participants showed 
that the second summer school was a big success just like the first one. 

 
FIGURE 1: Box-Whisker-Plot of the overall condition s of the summer school on a scale from 1 
(totally disagree) to 6 (totally agree)(n=20). (Tak en from Radon et al. Occupational Health 
Crossing Borders—Part 1: Concept, Teaching Methods,  and User Evaluation of the First 
International Summer School in Munich, Germany. Am J Ind Med.  2009;52:774-81) 

 
The Munich team is looking forward to the next summer school in 2010. This summer 
school will take place from June 7th – June 18th 2010. For further information see 
http://www.networm-online.net/   
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International Conference on Virtual Patients in Kra kow, June 2009  

  
In June 5th/6th 2009 the International Conference on Virtual Patients took place in 
Krakow, Poland. Laura presented the NetWoRM project and especially how 
NetWoRM ist proceeding with the business plan (http://bams.cm-
uj.krakow.pl/bams3_pdf/bams%209.pdf?bcsi_scan_169F840E2244856D=0&bcsi_sc
an_filename=bams%209.pdf). The participants where very interested. It was good to 
hear that most of them where also still in the process to reach sustainability and have 
to deal with the same problems as the NetWoRM group. The eVip (Electronic Virtual 
patients) project (http://www.virtualpatients.eu/) aims to create a bank of 320 
repurposed and enriched virtual patients. eVip also presented a nice study in 
Krakow. They conducted a needs analysis for virtual patients from wider community. 
A total of 216 survey responses were collected both online and in paper, with 79% of 
respondents answering every question. The study is available under 
http://www.virtualpatients.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2009/07/evip_deliverable_4.3_final.pdf  

 
FIGURE 2: Question: “If time was not a barrier, wha t would be the main barrier to more 
widespread use of virtual patients in your institut ion?” (132 responses, 84 skipped) (Taken 
from: The eViP Project Team: Needs analysis for VPs  from wider community. 2008.) 

Figure 2 shows that dealing with costs seems to be the biggest barrier to more 
widespread use of virtual patients. There is also a short video about the conference 
available under:  
http://images.google.de/imgres?imgurl=http://i1.ytimg.com/vi/P9L7tjJdT9Q/default.jpg&imgrefurl=http://
www.youtube.com/user/eViP2009&usg=__SgPhmQo-
EhsMaXLBWGjpKbRqjh8=&h=90&w=120&sz=4&hl=de&start=2&um=1&tbnid=4MshmYE5wFaBPM:&t
bnh=66&tbnw=88&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dicvp%2Bkrakau%26hl%3Dde%26client%3Dfirefox-
a%26rls%3Dorg.mozilla:de:official%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1  
The 2nd International Conference on Virtual Patiens and MedBiquitous Annual 
Conference will take place in London, April 26th – 28th 2010. 
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From School to Work, June 2009  

Stephanie Strümpell went to Lisbon to present the German school project "Full 
breath" (http://www.volle-puste.de/en) in Lisbon at the 4th international seminar 
"From school to work" (http://www.fromschooltowork.org/de/) organised by the 
Section on Education and Training for Prevention of the International Social Security 
Association (AISS). "Full breath" is using CASUS cases especially created for 
adolescents to show them potential health risks on the job before they enter their 
career. Currently four virtual patients exist, and two more have been created and are 
being evaluated by Tanja Rummler (see section “Germany” below).  

It was very interesting and encouraging hearing that the British Safety Council (BSC) 
has successfully implemented an Award in Workplace Hazard Awareness for 
teenagers with the broad cooperation of British schools. They offer download of 
traditional learning tools via the internet for teachers. Thus, we could get hints for the 
implementation and distribution of Casus cases for adolescents in Germany. 

 
EASOM Linz  
At the EASOM in Linz Stefanie and Katja (Germany) met Paul (Netherlands), Elen-
Ana and Florina (Romania). So, it was possible to discuss about NetWoRM’s future 
and about the possibility of having the next EASOM conference with NetWoRM as 
the topic (see also “upcoming conferences”) 

 
Medida Prix  
Unfortunately, we have not been successful in the Medida Prix competition. So all we 
can say is “Medida Prix Finalist 2009”. Anyways, NetWoRM made it to the 10 Medida 
Prix finalists, out of 82 candidates! 
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NetWoRM Partner news 

Netherlands  

Workpackage Quality and evaluation  

The Netherlands are working on the final stage of a second draft for the Quality 
criteria for e-learning cases. 

The evaluation of effectiveness of e-learning in occupational medicine in students 
(see Badalona presentation) is proceeding together with Lucinda de Graaf. While the 
presentation in Badalona was about 2nd year medical students in 2008, they are now 
analyzing results of the research in 2nd year medical students in 2009.  

Currently the results about attitude towards occupational medicine are combined with 
results from the German survey. The same evaluation is currently done in Curitiba, 
Brazil. 

In the future, these results might be compared with Spanish results as well. Paul is 
planning to write an article about the whole evaluation study. Furthermore he will give 
a presentation of the evaluation study to a working group on ‘educational research’ in 
the Academic Medical Centre (AMC) of Amsterdam; and later on this autumn for an 
ICT group of the AMC as well. 

Businessplan 

Together with the Coronel Institute Team, especially Frank van Dijk and Dick 
Spreeuwers, the Netherlands made a proposal for a Networm business plan for the 
Netherlands (see WIKI). The Netherlands hope that the Netherlands School of Public 
and Occupational Health (NSPOH) will join them. 

Finland  

Finland is planning continue using already existing Finish cases in the future. In 
addition Finland would like to use the English cases in the future, because they are 
suitable for the Finish courses.  

However, due to the large amount of resources needed, FIOH is not capable in 
translating and editing the new cases or updating the old ones. In the middle of this 
global economical situation, FIOH's strategy is to focus on its core competences. In 
addition the Finish team has a lack of human resources, since Ms. Paula Melart, who 
previously worked with the cases, no longer works at the FIOH.  

Analysis of NetWoRM usage in Finland 

NetWoRM has been used in FIOH's education for doctors, public health nurses and 
physiotherapist in order to give them formal competence to work within occupational 
healthcare. Finish students' estimations about advantages in their learning process 
varied from 2 to 3 points out of 6. Instructioners/ teachers experience is that some of 
the cases have been very useful in education and others still need to be modified to 
some extent in order to meet the national needs.  

In Finland there has been a lack of medical doctor resources in the NetWoRM-project 
during the last year. This has been one of the reasons why more cases have not 
been translated and modified to better meet the Finnish conditions. 
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Economical evaluation for the business plan 

In Germany the project group has made calculations that average cost for CME- case 
creation is 4,430 €/ per case. The estimation for average follow up costs of CME-
case is 2,930 €/ per case/ year. These calculations have been made with German 
cost level but it can be assumed that the magnitude of costs are not far from that in 
Finland. Thereby only the follow up of 12 CME-cases that have been translated to 
Finnish would cost 35,000 €/ per year and modifying and translating the rest of the 
CME-cases would cost up to 100,000 € and even more.  

Market analysis in Finland 

The potential clients for the Finnish version of NetWoRM are the units that arrange 
education for doctors and nurses in occupational healthcare in Finland e.g. Finnish 
universities and vocational high schools. The Helsinki University Faculty of Medicine 
answered to us that they might use one or two cases in the future within the basic 
education for medical doctors, but the financing is very uncertain since traditionally 
cases has been given to their "case bank" for free. Virtual University is basically 
interested in using the cases, but they too found it uncertain to find funding. It is still 
unclear whether the vocational high schools would be interested in using the 
NetWoRM or not. All in all the markets in Finland are quite limited and uncertain 
since Finland is a small country and the language group is also small (5 million).  

Plans for the future exploitation of NetWoRM 

Because of the limited und uncertain markets for the Finnish version of NetWoRM 
and the significant amount of resources needed, FIOH does not see it as reasonable 
and cost-effective to elaborate and sell the Finnish version of NetWoRM. 

Meanwhile FIOH has found the existing cases very useful in its own education and 
FIOH is willing to use them also in the future. One possibility could be, if all the 
parties agree, that FIOH will be in customer's role from 2010 and on and buys the 
rights to use existing and future cases. The language should not be a problem since 
the majority of the FIOH's students are capable to use English. 

UK 

The UK is planning to achieve commitments by the end of the current project.  The 
crucial part is commitment to future funding by interested stakeholders. 

NetWoRM Dissemination and sustainability: 

�  Incorporation of NetWoRM cases for occupational modules for West Midland 
Trainees year 3 and 4 trainees is possible, this has been trialled and is to continue.  

�  The MTS Health Partners website (http://www.mtspartners.com/) website has 
been used for announcements of training days and courses. The UK is asking for a 
firm commitment from the Indian partner COEH (Centre for Occupational and 
Environmental Health) or ESIC (Employees’ State Insurance Corporation). There is a 
governmental conference in Delhi and the UK are negotiating whether NetWoRM 
funding support can come from ESIC.   

�  GORDS (Group of occupational respiratory disease specialists) is another policy 
group which can support dissemination.  Prof Burge is pursuing this. 

�  Eastern, Oxford, Wales or South West Deaneries have been contacted by Prof. 
Burge and the UK is awaiting a proposal for the use of NetWoRM in occupational 
training in these regions. 
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�  An open access occupational lung disease website (on a similar platform like 
occupational asthma website) is to be evolved giving wider exposure to NetWoRM 
cases.  Cedd Burge is interested and Arun and Sherwood are working on this. 

�  CME questions for English cases have been formed and submit to FOM (Faculty 
of Occupational Medicine) for CPD (Continuing Professional Development) points.  

�  Furthermore the UK is exploring whether BMJ learning and doctors.net can use 
NetWoRM on a pay per use basis. 

�  It is proposed that an educational group be formed to support and take forward 
future NetWoRM work in the UK and English speaking countries.  Potential 
participants are: Rahul Mukherjee, Gareth Walters, Shyam Chalil, Sathyamoorthy, 
Andy Johnston, Chris Grainge, Chirag Dave, Lizzie Pudney, Alastair 
Robertson. Some of them have also expressed interest in taking on the educational 
research side of this.  Andy and Chris are interested in environmental case 
development. 

�  Geraldine Bale as Secretary of assembly nine can put forth the business case and 
be liaison for ERS.  A plan for curriculum based HERMES (Harmonised Education in 
Respiratory Medicine for European Specialists) or MRCP (membership of the royal 
colleges of physicians of the UK) Respiratory curriculum based on the NetWoRM 
platform is to be developed with help from the above participants.   

NetWoRM partner UK in 2010 

The UK has proposed to agree to the feasibility of being able to provide 1000 to 1500 
Euro per year for technical and administrative support from Munich and CASUS from 
2010. All the points mentioned above are to be explored and shown as evidence of 
work activity for 2009. The UK plans to organise a stakeholder meeting involving the 
above before the end of the project.  The German team would like to visit later this 
year to liaise. Arun is working to get guarantee from business houses in India by end 
of November 2009 to bring in finance as a backup for the NetWoRM UK expenses, if 
future funding does not evolve through any of the above agencies. 

Spain  

Currently Badalona is working on three approaches for the business plan: 
1) master of respiratory diseases: the faculty has decided to increase the parts of 
non-presential teaching in the course. That is a good new and they know about our 
proposal to keep networm on the offer that will need some funding. They have not 
confirmed the payment this year yet, however. 
2) Universitat de Girona: This new university opened this year. They will focus much 
more on new technologies from the beginning in the Medicine teachings. Early 
exploratory contacts have been done, but with a mid-term objective. 
3) Societat Catalana de Pneumologia: In October the actualization of the program will 
be discussed. Badalona will work to put NetWoRM in the program, but until now there 
is no confirmation. However, NetWoRM is on its way. 
Additionally Eduard from Badalona, Begona from Zaragoza and Laura from Germany 
will meet in Zaragoza in the end of October to discuss further steps of NetWoRM’s 
future in Spain.  
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Germany  

Students’ attitude towards occupational medicine 

Germany is involved in the evaluation of the attitude towards occupational medicine. 
Therefore study is conducted at present. Students were asked about their attititude 
on OM in Munich. These results are being compared to results of an earlier study in 
Munich and also to the results of the Netherlands and Brazil. Paul Russ (MD Student 
from Munich) will describe the results in his thesis. Paul is also working on the third 
partner case with Brazil and Chile. This time the case is going to be about stress at 
work.  

Financial aspects of the business plan 

Germany came up with the ideas for the financial aspects of the business plan for the 
NetWoRM group. The partners will pay an annual fee to the NetWoRM coordinator 
(located in Germany). The coordinator will update the NetWoRM homepage, write 
newspapers, initiate meetings for the group etc. Germany will provide support for 
course management for additional cost if necessary. Germany advices all partners to 
become familiar with the NetWoRM administration until the end of 2009. Until this 
time Laura will be glad to help you, there will be no charges until the end of 2009. For 
details please check the wiki area.  

New cases on occupational health for secondary scho ol students 

Currently, Tanja Rummler has built-up two new cases for secondary schoool 
students. They are currently evaluated in secondary schools. The cases are written 
from the perspective of a teenage trainee, one becoming a stablehand and the other 
becoming a welder. In both cases, aspects of occupational lung diseases are 
discussed. These cases are used in German schools in order to make teenagers 
aware of potential health risks on the job before they start their career. The cases are 
not intended to frighten the teenagers but to teach them about how to protect health 
at work.  

  

Scene from the new case on a welder  
(picture by Tanja Rummler) 

Scene from the new case on a stablehand 
(picture by Tanja Rummler) 

Dissemination of undergraduate cases 

Currently Germany is elaborating a detailed plan of the costs that the German 
Universities need to pay in order to use NetWoRM cases. The money is used for the 
CASUS platform, a coordinator in Germany, the update of the cases and first line 
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support including course management and evaluation of results. Each university 
which contributes to the update of one or more cases and / or does the course 
management by itself gets reduction in price. Currently Germany is presenting the 
new models to German universities using NetWoRM cases in the past and new 
universities.  

Analysis of E-Learning as a competitor for textbook s 

Bettina finished her diploma thesis “E-Learning as a competitor for textbooks – a 
situation analysis” in book studies. Congratulations! The market chances and risks for 
e-learning (example NetWoRM) and textbooks are compared. An online 
questionnaire and expert interviews were used with medical publishing houses as 
well as CASUS. The results show that 88% of the medical publishing house staff 
thinks that e-learning is very or rather important in education, but only 4.5% are 
occupied with e-learning in their job. 30% were familiar with case based e-learning. 
Thereof 87% stated that case based e-learning can be seen as a competitor for 
printed textbooks. 

 

Last but not least: To Do’s: 

 

All EU-Partners:  Please let Germany know until the end of 
September 2009 whether you wish a German partner to visit your 
center this year in order to discuss future steps  

 

All EU-Partners:  Please let Germany know whether you will take 
part at the November meeting in Germany (November 19th/20th) until 
October 8th 2009 
 

 

All EU-Partners:  Please hand in all your travel receipts considering 
NetWoRM meetings or conferences that you have not handed in 
yet. Laura will proof the refunds.  

 

Germany:  Come up with definite copy right regulations until the 
November Meeting in Munich November 19th/20th 2009 
 

 
 


